Acer Tree Surgeons Nick Cranston: 31 Westbury Leigh, 824807 or 07590 986261,
nickcranston@acertreesurgeons.co.uk, www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk
Advertising & Marketing Consultant - Stephen Miell
39 The Spur, 827725 or 07856 801261, stevemiell@hotmail.co.uk
Antique Furniture Restoration and/or Woodwork Teaching
Michael Huntley, Huntley School of Woodworking, Cartref, Black Horse Lane, 859977,
michael@hsow.co.uk www.hsow.co.uk
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Copy editing/proof-reading - Angela Graham-Leigh -18 Westbury Leigh, 303941,
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jandagraham-leigh@blueyonder.co.uk
Counsellor/therapist – offering a safe and confidential service.
www.cathyburtoncounselling.com
Cathy Burton: 07745 233055 cathyburtoncounselling@outlook.com
Decorating and plastering
Wessex Decorating: Sue Davison, 79 Westbury Leigh, 07557 874355,
wessexdecorating@gmail.com
Electrician Vince Macey, All types of electrical work, 61 Westbury Leigh,
864428 or 07966 470479, vince@vjmacey.co.uk
Flooring - supply and fitting of carpet and vinyl
Tom Solman, Renew Flooring, 20 Teal Close, BA13 3XL, 07979 696608,
tom@renewflooring.co.uk
G T Bookkeeping – G. A. Trefaut: 07789 376870, gt_bookkeeping@hotmail.co.uk

Independent Financial Planner – Mark Higginson (Chartered Financial Planner): 32 Westbury
Leigh, 301275 or 07718 492401, mhigginson@sovereign-wm.com
Jackie's Dog Salon, Jackie Macey, 61 Westbury Leigh, 864428 or 07970 062917
Painting and decorating, floor and wall tiling: Chris Pearson: 127 Westbury Leigh, 304810 or
07709 804565, chrispearson65@hotmail.com

Reflexology, Aromatherapy, Reiki
Sarah Wiseman: Santi Bhavana, Westbury. 07909 751712, sarah.wiseman@fsmail.net
Reflexology and Holistic Massage
Corinne Hunter: 101 Westbury Leigh, 07710 716652, Corinne@mirado.freeserve.co.uk
Reflexology, Reiki and toenail-cutting
Alice Lewis: Hope Cottage, Dilton Marsh, 228010. Home visits available.
Reiki treatments
Viv Lane: 160 Westbury Leigh, 865574, guidedreams@btinternet.com
Restored Image – Photo Restoration www.restoredimage.co.uk
Edward Coleman: 14 Leigh Close, 824215 enquiries@restoredimage.co.uk
Sewing service - curtains, blinds and dressmaking, alterations, repairs
Anne Poole: 117 Westbury Leigh, 858711, aptextiles@virginmedia.com
Tutor - English, Maths and Science, all ages including parents/carers
Sue Huntley B Ed(Hons), Cartref, Black Horse Lane, 859977 sue@hsow.co.uk www.hsow.co.uk
Vaughan Lipscombe, Architectural and Planning Services
Vaughan Lipscombe: Boyers House, Black Horse Lane, 864866,
vaughanlipscombe@tiscali.co.uk

If you would like a free one-line entry in this directory in future newsletters, please give
the details to Angela (303941 or jandagraham-leigh@blueyonder.co.uk).

Westbury Leigh Car Park
As reported in November’s newsletter, Westbury Leigh Community
Project Ltd (WLCP, the registered charity that manages the Community
Hall) has expressed an interest to Wiltshire Council in taking over
Westbury Leigh car park and running it for the benefit of the
community. Representatives of WLCP have met with Council officials
and the Council is happy in principle for a community asset transfer to
take place. The Council acknowledges that a solution must be found to
the drainage problem before any transfer and is currently considering
options.
If you live along Westbury Leigh, you will have received a questionnaire
last month to gauge people’s use of the car park and views on whether
charges should be imposed. WLCP will consider the views when
deciding how to run the car park in future:
• None of those who responded were opposed to WLCP taking on
the car park.
• Only 38% of responses were from regular users of the car park.
• Of those regular users, 69% would be willing to pay for
continued use of the car park, including paying extra for a
reserved space.
There will be a further public meeting when the Council’s proposals are
known. If you have any questions/comments in the meantime, please
contact Angela on jandagraham-leigh@blueyonder.co.uk.
Village Association Contacts
Brian Osborne: ℡: 858121 : osborne100@clara.co.uk
Ian and Sue: ℡: 822659 : iansuetaylor@gmail.com
John and Angela: ℡: 303941 : jandagraham-leigh@blueyonder.co.uk
Community Hall Website: www.westbury-leigh-community-hall.org.uk
Westbury Leigh Village Association Website: www.westbury-leigh.co.uk

Did You Know
That in 1903 Westbury Leigh’s elementary school had places for 140 children? The
average attendance was 117.
That in 1901 the population of Westbury (including Westbury Leigh and Old Dilton)
was 5,558? 67 of these were in the workhouse (now part of William House Court,
Eden Vale Road).
That Kelly’s Directories started in 1835? They listed all businesses in towns, as well as
giving addresses of selected local people – an early Yellow Pages. The 1903 Directory
for Wiltshire gives the following commercial and residential entries for Westbury
Leigh. Perhaps some of these people lived or worked in what is now your house?
Commercial:
Thomas Alley: baker & shopkeeper
Frederick Henry Bigwood: miller (water)
Boulton Brothers Ltd: glove manufacturers
James Bourne: The Anchor
Charles Case & Son: leather manufacturers
James Chard: market gardener, Japonica Cottage
Richard Crook: shopkeeper
John Richard Deane: Phipps Arms and farmer
Joseph Elliott: bootmaker
James Jones: market gardener
G H Knight & Son: maltsters & hop merchants
William Lester: grocer

Mrs Hannah Miles: blacksmith
William Thomas Poole: market gardener
Benjamin Edwin Scott: grocer & baker, Post Office
Edwin George Scott: grocer & tailor
Henry Waite: miller (water)
Residential:
Rev Edward Ashton (Leigh Manse)
William Sydney Bailey (The Hollies)
George Hudden Knight (Courtleigh)
Rev William Paul Laurence
Rev Charles Noel Swayne
Mrs Trask (Leigh House)
George Wooldridge (Rock Villa)

Walking the dog.
Having acquired a new puppy 2 months ago we are now faced with the
dilemma of where to walk on these cold and often wet mornings. So far the best
success rate seems to be to 'aim high'.
Driving up to the White Horse is probably the first place anyone would suggest.
There's always lots of dog walkers to chat to, but the ground is a little soft so
you will all return home with muddy shoes and paws.
The field at the top of Leigh Close is a little muddy but not too bad at the
moment. Walking up Leigh Close is fine of course, even Sandhole Lane, Sun
Lane and Sparrick Lane are not too bad as long as you are wearing old clothes!
The non-muddy option of course is the Leigh Park estate. You hardly ever meet
anyone else (apart from school children and other dog walkers), there's lots of
little pathways which do help to reduce the boredom factor and there's not
much traffic.
Where do you and your dog go walking? Have you found any good routes
around Westbury Leigh? Our puppy Charlie would love to hear about your
favourite places.
Sue Taylor

Water in Westbury Leigh
Before the twentieth century Westbury Leigh had no piped water supply and so
residents depended on wells. Perhaps you have traces of an old well in your
garden or cellar?
In 1899 the Westbury and Dilton Marsh Joint Water Committee was set up by
the new Westbury Urban District Council, and during the next sixty years water
mains were gradually extended throughout the district. In 1959 water supply
was taken over by the new West Wiltshire Water Board, which lasted only until
1974 but has left a memento in the form of a meter cover marked WWWB, on
the pavement opposite 79 Westbury Leigh. There are a few other examples of
WWWB covers in Westbury Leigh and Westbury, but they are rare.
Water supply today, of course, is provided by Wessex Water Ltd and meter
covers are usually just stamped “Water”. Wessex Water was called Wessex
Water Authority in the period 1974 – 1989 and you can spot a few covers
marked WWA. Before 1974 sewerage was provided by Westbury Urban District
Council. There are examples of manhole covers marked “Westbury Sewers” on
the footpath that used to be the old Penleigh Road, by Becks Mill and in
Blackhorse Lane.

Signs of Spring
I am sure many of you have noticed the snowdrops and the first of the
daffodils in flower, which makes it seem as if spring is on the way, even
though I always think of February as being winter.
With the trees and hedges being open and bare, apart from the
evergreens of course, makes it easier to spot birdlife and the odd squirrel.
This winter we have noticed fewer birds coming into our garden for food.
We still have the usual blackbirds, robins and sparrows, and a few blue tits
and great tits, along with the odd blackcap and wren. Other years we have
seen more chaffinches and goldfinches, and I wonder if there has been a
better abundance of natural food after the good summer we had. Recently
I noticed a female bullfinch down near the school, and it will be interesting
if more appear when the buds are on the fruit trees.
Let us know if you have had fewer birds in your gardens this winter as
some friends have commented to me that there seemed to be fewer
feeding in their gardens this time.
Brian Osborne

